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"Utterly compulsive and unputdownable--the most exciting, authentic, and humanly moving of all the

recent Storm books. Brilliantly paced and perfectly balanced. . . . Carrier is a marvelously

trustworthy narrator. . . . A terrific book."--Jonathan Raban, author of Passage to Juneau: A Sea and

Its Meanings and Bad Land: An American Romance "A wonderful story. An extremely well-written

account of the events as I knew them. I commend Jim Carrier for a magnificent job."--Jerry D.

Jarrell, Director, National Hurricane Center In October 1998, the majestic schooner Fantome came

face-to-face with one of the most savage storms in Atlantic history. The last days of the Fantome

are reconstructed in vivid and heartbreaking detail through Jim Carrier's extensive research and

hundreds of personal interviews. What emerges is a story of courage, hubris, the agony of

command, the weight of lives versus wealth, and the advances of science versus the terrible power

and unpredictability of nature.
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This book tells the story of the Sailing Vessel Fantome, and its final encounter with Hurricane Mitch.



This story is more compelling than Perfect Storm, in that much of what happened to the ship and

crew is known. The majesty of tall ships adds to the dramatic atmosphere in a way a fishing boat

cannot. This thoroughly researched and documented story is more meaningful and interesting than

Isaac's Storm because of the timeliness and contemporary interviews.This is a story of the most

basic man versus nature. It is easier to follow this storm than the one in Perfect Storm. Hurricane

Mitch was followed by the modern world from its earliest moments to its predatory fury over

Honduras.Jim Carrier has carefully researched and told the story of the Fantome and her history.

He has recounted the last month of the ship and its aftermath without any of the sensationalism and

second-guessing that was common in so much of the press and in magazine articles afterwards.

And finally, he applied "Forensic Journalism" to draw some conclusions about those moments that

we don't know what happened. This is a story that is a fine addition to anyone with an interest in

stories of the sea and human drama. Of course, those who have been fortunate to sail on the tall

ships will insist on owning this book.As I read this book, I was sailing aboard the S/V Polynesia,

another ship of the Windjammer/Barefoot Fleet. To my east, two hurricanes were on the prowl. This

added to the chill of reading this book. I knew the Fantome and her crew, and they have a

permanent place in my heart. I followed the news closely and shared it with others. I imagined

myself in Captain Guyan's place, and thought of the decisions that he would have made.
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